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Much of the reading from Robert Nozick is far from easy. Have a go and note down your

confusions and questions so that you can bring them to class (where we can all compare confusions

together). This prompt asks you to concentrate on a small section which deals with something we’ve

previously discussed in class — Locke on the acquisition of property.

Explain Nozick’s argument against Locke’s argument for the initial acquisition of property. Defend any

points you believe to be weak in Nozick’s presentation. If you think there are several such points, focus

on the weakest one.

You need only consider the argument on pages 174–175. This means that your conclusion will contain

an “unless” or similar in it. Removing this requires considering Nozick’s discussion of Locke’s sufficiency

condition but you do not need to worry about that here.

Note that you are not being asked for your opinion. You may disagree entirely with Nozick’s

argument and conclusion. In responding here, however, you must set your own views aside. Think of

yourself as Nozick’s defence counsel. It is your job to make the best case you can on your client’s

behalf.

To explain Nozick’s argument, make sure you clearly identify the conclusion and the premises

and how the premises support the conclusion. It may help to put the argument in “standard form”

when working out your ideas. One or more premises may be implicit. These are unstated premises

needed to make the argument valid. In explaining the argument, you will need to make such premises

explicit for your reader by including them in your exposition.

It may help to notice that Nozick considers (at least) two possible interpretations of Locke’s idea.

When responding to weekly prompts, you do not need to include an introduction or conclusion.

You do not have enough words for that!

You do not need to seek outside sources when completing this assignment and I recommend not

doing so but any you do use should be properly cited.

Write about 300–400 words and include a word count. Your assignment should be typed if at all

possible. You should include full references so that I know which versions of texts you have read. Please

bring two copies to class.

The Centre’s Student Handbook (available from Reception) explains the basics of formatting

citations and references (§6 4.3–4.6 pp. 56–61) and includes a pointer to the university’s guides at

http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/insrv/educationandtraining/guides/citingreferences/index.html.

The handbook also explains what plagiarism is and strategies for avoiding it (§6 4.3 pp. 46–51).

You should read this if you are in any doubt whatsoever about these matters. I will be happy to answer

any further questions you may have.
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