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In addition to arguing that child care, health provision, education etc. should be protected from
market forces as goods quite different from commodities, Virginia Held claims that culture should be
similarly treated:

I have argued for the liberation of culture from market domination. Citizens should be informed and

news should be produced primarily for the sake of democratic political values and true understanding, not

principally for commercial gain as at present. Art and entertainment should be created and distributed

primarily for the sake of aesthetic values and human enjoyment that has value, not overwhelmingly

for the sake of private monetary advantage. The airwaves and the Internet should be subject to

governmental controls enacted with a view to the public interest, not left entirely to a market whose

only interest is maximizing economic gains. (Held 2006, pp. 122–123)

1. Who gets to decide what needs regulating and how it should be regulated?

2. Does Held place too much trust in the good will and good practice of those wielding political
power?

3. Does Held overstate the problem?

4. What regulatory regime is appropriate for the internet?

5. Could an ethics of care justify the following examples of (actual or possible) government control?

• the Racial and Religious Hatred Bill considered (and passed in modified form) by the U.K.
parliament;

• restrictions on the redistribution of cryptography software e.g. export restrictions such as
those designed by the U.S. government to prevent its acquisition by hostile groups abroad;

• censorship of materials critical of the views of particular groups or persons, challenges to
governmental institutions, criticisms of nuclear families, etc.;

• restrictions on the rights of immigrants, refugees or asylum seekers where these are thought
to threaten the “cohesiveness” of the society.

6. It has been successfully argued, before the European Court of Human Rights, that a university
may bar a student who insists on wearing certain types of clothing for religious reasons, if allowing
her to do so would result in pressure on others to conform to the religious code, given that these
others do not wish to so conform. Is this acceptable? Is this a caring response?
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