
Prompt 8: Democratic Equality

Dr. Clea F. Rees

Explain one objection to Anderson’s argument for democratic equality. You should choose the strongest
objection you can.

It will help to recall the pointers given in the handout on raising good objections. Note, in

particular, that you should not use an objection which Anderson herself considers unless you focus

on explaining why her response to that objection is inadequate.

Note that you are not asked to reply to the objection and you are not asked for your opinion.

You may think that Anderson’s argument is excellent but your response is not the place to say so.

Instead, bring those thoughts to class and concentrate for the moment on attacking the argument.

Pretty much every argument in philosophy is open to objection. Those which are not tend to be

trivial and, hence, generally uninteresting.
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Before beginning work, you MUST read the sections of the Centre’s Student Handbook dealing

with plagiarism and how to avoid it. Copies of the handbook are available from Reception and

online at http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/learn/student_information/index.php. I would be happy to

answer any further questions you might have.

The Handbook also explains the basics of formatting citations and references and includes

a pointer to the university’s guides at http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/insrv/educationandtraining/

guides/citingreferences/index.html.

You do not need to seek outside sources when completing this assignment and I recommend

not doing so unless you wish to draw on them for an original example. Any sources you do use

should be properly cited. Whether you use additional sources or not, your list of references

should include full references for all sources, including assigned materials distributed in

class. The introductory section of the course packet includes bibliographical details for all readings.

Citations in the text should include specific page numbers where appropriate.
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