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Course Description:

What makes an action right? How should one live? What kind of person should one be? How are

individual morality and social justice connected?

Ethical theory can inform our understanding of moral issues and relationships. This course introduces

students to a variety of topics in both theoretical and applied ethics, focusing primarily on ideas

from the western analytic tradition. No previous knowledge of philosophy is assumed.

Topics may include:

• ethical relativism

• moral character and right action

• major ethical theories:

◦ consequentialism/utilitarianism

◦ deontological/Kantian ethics

◦ virtue ethics

• social justice

• resistance and respect

• moral psychology

• feminist ethics

• particular social or political issues

The course draws on examples from fiction and non-fiction to illustrate the theoretical positions

discussed and students are encouraged to draw further examples from their own experience.

Goals:

By the end of this course, you should

understand a selection of views regarding:

• what individual morality requires;

• what social justice requires;
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• what moral obligations, if any, individuals have to pursue social justice;

• how an individual’s morality and behaviour affect social institutions and community beliefs;

• how social institutions and community beliefs affect an individual’s morality;

• to what extent, if any, social institutions should be designed to support and encourage individual

morality;

be able to:
• critically read and analyse a philosophical text;

• reconstruct an argument;

• critically evaluate an argument;

• give reasons both for and against an argument;

• formulate and defend a philosophical thesis;

• constructively discuss philosophical ideas with others.

Library and Computer Accounts:

You will be provided with details of your computer account during the first class provided that you

registered in advance and do not already have one. Students taking the module on a free-standing

basis should use their regular university account. Your computer account will enable you to submit

work for feedback and assessment, to make use of institutional subscriptions to electronic resources

and to use the university’s computing facilities.

All students are entitled to use the university libraries. Lifelong Learning students can obtain a card

from the library in the Centre for Lifelong Learning on Senghennydd Road.

As the course proceeds, we will draw on a number of resources, including the paper and electronic

resources available through the university, publicly accessible internet sources and photocopies.

Accreditation and Funding:

This is an accredited course. The guidelines anticipate that students will study for 80–100 hours for

a 10 credit module such as this one, including class contact time and activities outside the classroom.

Students taking the course as a free-standing module should ensure that I am aware of this and

that I have your full details as you are not included on the pre-printed register and the paperwork

necessary for reporting assessment will not be automatically generated. Please also ensure that you

provide me with your home school, your university email address, a current telephone number and

preferred postal address so that you can be contacted if necessary. I do not have these and the

Centre may not have them if your home school registered you directly.

I strongly encourage all students to attempt one of the assessment options. Even if you are not

personally concerned with gaining the credits available, there are at least two reasons to participate.

The first and most important reason is that assessment is designed as an integral part of the course

and will form the basis for class discussion and collaboration. Participation should enhance your

understanding of the reading and enable you to get the most out of the class. I hope that completing

the assignments will prove an enjoyable and stimulating part of the course.

Unfortunately, the second reason is less pedagogically inspiring. The viability of the Centre in general,

and the humanities programme in particular, depends on students attempting assessment. This is a

consequence of national educational funding policy. The Centre relies on two primary sources of



income to fund choices: student fees and hefcw funding. We receive no hefcw funds for students

who do not attempt assessment.

Course Requirements:

All work should include appropriate references, be double-spaced in a reasonable font
and submitted electronically through Learning Central, which includes plagiarism de-
tection. Do not include your name on your work itself. Use your student identification
number instead. This enables me to grade ‘blind’ (or at least attempt to).

either

• 5 weekly responses (300–400 words each)

◦ This course pack includes eight weekly prompts. These ask you to write a brief response

which will be used as a resource in the course of discussion. All students are welcome to

submit these for comment.

◦ Provided responses are submitted before the relevant class discussion, students who wish

to do so may revise them in the light of my comments and class discussion and resubmit

them later in the course but this is not a requirement.

◦ Responses are welcome at any time before the final deadline but may not be revised and

resubmitted if the class has already discussed the topic.

◦ If more than 5 responses are submitted, the best 5 will be considered for assessment

purposes.

◦ A copy of the response should be printed for use during class discussion. Please bring this

copy to class.

or

• Final paper (1,500–2,000 words)

◦ A list of topics is included in this course pack.

◦ Students who are considering writing a paper are strongly encouraged to complete as

many weekly responses as possible.

◦ A draft should be submitted in advance and will be returned with comments to help you

prepare the final version. Deadlines are marked on the included provisional class schedule.

Please keep copies of all work submitted.

Help with Referencing:

The Centre’s Student Handbook (available from Reception) explains the basics of formatting citations

and references and includes a pointer to the university’s guides at http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/insrv/

educationandtraining/guides/citingreferences/index.html.

The handbook also explains what plagiarism is and strategies for avoiding it. You should read
this if you are in any doubt whatsoever about these matters. I will be happy to answer

any further questions you may have.
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Environment:

If something occurs which you feel negatively affected your ability to learn, please do not hesitate

to discuss the matter with me. If you have any disability which may affect your ability to succeed

in the class, please discuss the matter with me as soon as possible. I will be happy to discuss any

accommodations you may require.

Provisional Class Schedule

This schedule is tentative and will almost certainly require modification depending on the pace

at which we cover the material. I would also like to adapt the topics and readings in the light of

students’ interests. If you would like to see a particular topic included, please let me know.

Note that the schedule includes a reading week. There will be no class during this week.

Many of the readings are included in Pojman (2004) so a copy of this anthology may be convenient1.

In some cases, the anthology contains an excerpt. If so, reading this extract is sufficient if cited as

an option in the schedule. Because the text is rather expensive and because the library is unlikely to

provide copies for everybody, I try to provide alternative sources for readings. Where alternative
sources are given for a reading, you need only obtain one of the alternates listed. The

alternatives are obviously somewhat less convenient than the anthologised versions since they are

not all in one place and they are not typically excerpts so that they are sometimes slightly longer.

Whether you have a copy of the anthology or not, you will need your library/computer
account in order to access certain readings. Occasionally, I will circulate copies of readings

which are not otherwise readily available.

All readings are designated with one of the following symbols:

Ñ key: These are the most important. Generally, you will find it difficult to follow the class if

you have not read the key readings for that week.

H useful: These generally support or extend the key readings, and some may be required to

complete weekly responses. You will generally get more out of the course if you are able to

read some of these as well.

I additional: These are extras. They will enhance your understanding or provide further examples

illustrating the theories we are discussing.

• optional: These are mostly short, and potentially helpful, topic introductions in Pojman (2004).

If you have the anthology, you may like to read these before tackling the other readings. They

are, however, very far from being essential and I will assume that you have not read them.

The course packet includes standalone introductions to many of the topics. These have been

designed specifically to meet the needs of students taking this module and reading these should

more than compensate for any lack of Pojman’s introductions.

I would be happy to provide additional reading suggestions upon request.

1Note, however, that the edition cited here is not the one currently available. Page numbers and contents may

differ somewhat if you have a different edition. If you have a choice, buy the second edition which is cited here. This

should also be much cheaper than the current one.



§1 The Philosopher’s Toolbox

Week 1: 29 Sept What is ethics?
Philosophical Boot Camp
Validity Workshop

§2 Morality, Society & Survival

Week 2: 6 Oct Psychological Egoism & the Social Contract
• Pojman, introduction (2004, 1–7)

Ñ Hobbes, ‘On the State of Nature’ 2 (Pojman 2004, 41–52)

or Leviathan: Part I: Man3,4 (Hobbes 2010/2015, ch. 13; ch. 14

pars. 1–13, 18–20; ch. 15 pars. 1–3)

H Golding, ‘Lord of the Flies: A Moral Allegory’ (Pojman 2004, 8–31)

or Lord of the Flies5 (Golding 1954, ch. 4 p. 59; pp. 67–72; ch. 5 p. 85,

p. 88; ch. 11 pp. 162–173; ch. 12 pp. 173–175 pp. 187–192)

I Colson, ‘The Volunteer at Auschwitz: Altruism’ (Pojman 2004, 550–556)

or Being the Body (Colson and Vaughn 2004, 348–357)

I Hallie, ‘From Cruelty to Goodness’ (Pojman 2004, 92–107)

or ‘From Cruelty to Goodness’ (Hallie 1981)

I Carroll, ‘A Haven from Hitler’ (2006)

§3 Consequentialism

Week 3: 13 Oct Classical Hedonism
• Pojman, introduction (Pojman 2004, 227–228)

Ñ ‘Seaman Holmes and the Longboat of the William Brown, Reported by

John William Wallace’ (Pojman 2004, 229–230)

or United States vs. Holmes, Reported by John William Wallace

(Wallace 1842)

Utilitarianism
Ñ Mill6, ‘What Utilitarianism Is’ (2004, ch. 2)

—, ‘Of the Ultimate Sanction of the Principle of Utility’ (2004, ch. 3)

H Huxley, ‘The Utilitarian Social Engineer and the Savage’ (Pojman

2004, 272–293)

or Brave New World (Huxley 1960, chs. 15–17)

2Excerpts from the original 1651 text.
3References are by chapter and paragraph number which should enable you to find the relevant passages in any

version of the text although you may need to count the paragraphs in older editions.
4An updated version of the text. Details of modifications at http://www.earlymoderntexts.com/f_how.html.
5Note that although the chapter numbers should be correct, page numbering will depend on the particular edition.

The excerpts in Pojman (2004) are connected by brief explanations and summaries. If you do not have access to

these and are unfamiliar with the novel, a plot summary such as the one at http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/flies/

summary.html may be helpful.
6References to Mill’s works are by chapter which should enable you to find the relevant passages in any version of

the text. Open access electronic versions are cited here but paper editions are (at least) equally good.
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Week 4: 20 Oct Utilitarianism Cont.
Ñ Mill, ‘What Utilitarianism Is’ (2004, ch. 2)

—, ‘Of the Ultimate Sanction of the Principle of Utility’ (2004, ch. 3)

Should You Walk Away?
Ñ Le Guin, ‘The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas’ (Pojman

2004, 265–271)

or ‘The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas’ (Le Guin 1975)

H Robert Nozick, ‘The Experience Machine’ (Pojman 2004, 644–647)

or ‘The Experience Machine’ (Nozick 1974, 42–45)

H Bernard Williams, ‘Against Utilitarianism’ (Pojman 2004, 252–264)

or ‘A Critique of Utilitarianism’ (Williams 1973, § 3 pp. 95–96;

97–100; § 4 pp. 100–104; §5 pp. 108–109; 112–118)

§4 Deontological Theories

Week 5: 27 Oct The Value of a Good Will
Ñ Kant, ‘The Moral Law’ (Pojman 2004, 297–306)

or Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals7 (Kant 1999, AK 4:389,

4:393–401)

or Fundamental Principles of the Metaphysic of Morals8 (Kant 2008, 3,

8–17)

The Formula of Universal Law (FUL)
Ñ Kant, ‘The Moral Law’ (Pojman 2004, 306–313)

or Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals (Kant 1999, AK

4:402–403, 4:408–409, 4:411–412, 4:419–424)

or Fundamental Principles of the Metaphysic of Morals (Kant

2008, 18–20, 25–26, 29–30, 38–44)

— Reading week —

7The abbreviation AK refers to the Berlin Academy Edition of Kant’s complete works. Better quality translations

include these references in the margins. If you have such a translation, you can use these references to locate the

relevant passages even if the translation or pagination differs from the particular one cited here.
8Either the translation or the transcription contains a glaring error in the first sentence of the first passage assigned

here. The first sentence should read:

As my concern here is with moral philosophy, I limit the question suggested to this: Whether it

is not of the utmost necessity to construct a pure moral philosophy, perfectly cleared of everything

which is only empirical, and which belongs to anthropology?



Week 6: 10 Nov The Formula of Humanity as an End in Itself (FHEI)
Ñ Kant, ‘The Moral Law’ (Pojman 2004, 314–315)

or Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals (Kant 1999, 4:428–429,

4:432–433)

or Fundamental Principles of the Metaphysic of Morals (Kant

2008, 48–50, 54)

H Maya Angelou, ‘Graduation’ (Pojman 2004, 653–665)

or ‘Graduation’ (Angelou 1969)

What About Hedgehogs?
H Glaspell, A Jury of Her Peers (Pojman 2004, 356–370)

or ‘Trifles’ (Glaspell 2004)

H Kant, ‘We Have Only Indirect Duties to Animals’ (Pojman 2004, 859–861)

or ‘Duties to Animals and Spirits’ (Kant 1977, 239–41)

§5 Virtue Ethics

Week 7: 17 Nov Living Well
• Pojman, introduction (2004, 388–389)

Ñ Foot, ‘Virtues and Vices’ (2002)

or ‘Virtues and Vices’ (2003)

H Aristotle, ‘Virtue Ethics’ (Pojman 2004, 407–423)

or Nicomachean Ethics9 (Aristotle 2002, I. 1–2 (1094a1–1094b12); I. 4

(1095a14–1095a30); I. 5 (1095b15–1096a10); I. 7 (1097a15–1098a21); I. 13

(1102a5–1102a7, 1102a14–1102a18); II. 1–3 (1103a15–1104b13); II. 4–6

(1105a17–1107a27); II. 8–9 (1108b11–1109b27))

or Nicomachean Ethics (Aristotle 1934b, references as above)

Virtues & Vices
H Hugo, ‘The Bishop and the Candlesticks’ (Pojman 2004, 390–407)

or ‘Fantine’ (Hugo 2008, book 2 chs. 3–5, 10–12)

H Tolstoy, ‘How Much Land Does a Man Need?’ (Pojman 2004, 464–478)

or ‘How Much Land Does a Man Need?’ (Tolstoy 2004)

21 Nov Paper draft due by noon.

9Citations refer to book, chapter and standard ‘bekker’ page/line numbering of the original Greek. These bekker

references are approximate due to differences between Greek and English syntax. Better quality translations include

these references in the margins. If you have such a translation, you can use them to locate the relevant passages even

if the translation or pagination differs from the particular one cited here.



§6 Reality, Resistance & Respect

Week 8: 24 Nov Stoicism & Suffering
Ñ Epictetus et. al., ‘The Stoic Catechism’ (Pojman 2004, 500–512)

or Aurelius, The Meditations of Marcus Aurelius10 (2001, II. 5)

and Seneca, ‘Epistle 70: On the Proper Time to Slip the Cable’

(1917/1925, 57–59)

and Epictetus, ‘Enchiridion’ (1934a, chs. 1–3; 5–6; 8–13; 15–17; 19–24;

26–30; 33–35; 37–38; 41–44; 48; 50–52)

or ‘Enchiridion’ (Epictetus 1934b, references as above)

H Stockdale, ‘The World of Epictetus: Courage and Endurance’ (Pojman

2004, 521–535)

or The World of Epictetus (Stockdale 2006, 7–21)

I Russell, ‘Reflections on Suffering’ (Pojman 2004, 547–549)

or ‘Principia Mathematica’ (Russell 1967b, 220–221)

and ‘What I Have Lived For’ (Russell 1967a)

Week 9: 1 Dec Autonomy & Respect
Ñ Hill, ‘Servility and Self-Respect’ (Pojman 2004, 691–702)

or ‘Servility and Self-Respect’ (Hill 1973)

H A Class Divided (Peters 1985, online documentary)

I King, I Have a Dream (Pojman 2004, 649–653)

or I Have a Dream (King 1963)

§7 Situation, Attribution & Character

Week 10: 8 Dec Situationism & Individual Morality
Ñ Milgram, ‘An Experiment in Autonomy’ (Pojman 2004, 666–679)

or ‘The Perils of Obedience’ (Milgram 1973)

H Zimbardo, The Stanford Prison Experiment: A Simulation Study of the

Psychology of Imprisonment Conducted at Stanford University (1999–2005,

online slide-show and more)

I Gansberg, ‘Moral Cowardice’ (Pojman 2004, 486–489)

or ‘38 Who Saw Murder Didn’t Call Police’ (Gansberg 1964)

15 Dec Paper and/or prompt responses due by noon.

10Citations refer to book and paragraph number. Theoretically, this should allow you to find the correct passage in

any translation and edition. However, translations do not always seem to agree. For example, Project Gutenberg’s

edition does not agree with the Harvard Classics edition cited here.
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