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Arguments for God’s Existence

Philosophical possibilities:

1. prove that God exists;

2. prove that God does not exist;

3. show that God probably exists;

4. show that God probably does not exist.

Note that lack of proof does not show a conclusion to be false.

Neither does lack of disproof show it to be true.
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Arguments for God’s Existence

I Ontological arguments
Arguments based on reason alone.
e.g. The very idea of God necessitates God’s existence.

I Cosmological arguments

I Teleological arguments

i.e. Arguments from design

I Moral arguments

I Pragmatic arguments
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Argument Reconstruction
Qns 1–4 (pp. 61–62): reconstruct Descartes’ ontological argument:
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The Ontological Argument (A Representative Version)

1. By definition, we can conceive no being more perfect than

God.

2. Suppose that God does not exist. (Assumption for reductio)
3. We can conceive a being just like God except that the being

exists.

4. Other things being equal, a being who exists is more perfect

than one who does not.

——

5. We can conceive a being more perfect than God. (2, 3 & 4)

——

6. The supposition in (2) must be mistaken. (1, 2–5)

——

7. God exists. (2, 6)
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The SuperPegasus Objection

Image credit: Clementoni, Pegasus
(http://www.puzzlehouse.com/)

1. By definition, SuperPegasus is just

like Pegasus except that

SuperPegasus exists.

2. Assume (for a reductio) that
SuperPegasus does not exist.

——

3. SuperPegasus both exists and does

not exist. (1 & 2)

——

4. The supposition in (2) must be

mistaken. (1, 2–3)

——

5. SuperPegasus exists. (2, 4)
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http://www.puzzlehouse.com/
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The SuperPegasus Objection
I The SuperPegasus objection suggests that there is something

wrong with the ontological argument. But it does not tell us

what is wrong with it.

I If this is all that can be said, we are stuck. On the one hand,

we have an apparently compelling argument for God’s

existence. On the other, we have an apparently compelling

objection which shows roughly that the argument ‘proves too

much’.

I This argument does give us some hints as to how the

reasoning fails. So it is better than an objection consisting

merely of an independent argument for the non-existence of

God.

I But it would be better if we could figure out the specific
mistake which the argument makes.
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