
Prifysgol Caerdydd/Cardiff University

PHI14A4998A

Doethineb Heb Atebion

Wisdom Without Answers

Dr. Clea F. Rees

John Percival 1.39

029 2087 0000

ReesC17@cardiff.ac.uk

http://cfrees.wordpress.com/

Y Gwanwyn/Spring 2015

Ll/M 19:00–21:00

John Percival 0.01

https://learningcentral.cf.ac.uk/

Personal tutor: Dr. Ceri Sullivan (SullivanC3@cardiff.ac.uk)

Disgrifiad y Cwrs/Course Description:

Beth yw ystyr bywyd? Beth sydd mor ddrwg am farwolaeth? Ydych chi’n rhydd i gymryd y dosbarth

hwn ai peidio, neu a oedd eich dewis wedi’i benderfynu hyd yn oed cyn ichi gael eich geni? Honnodd

Socrates mai dim ond bywyd wedi’i archwilio oedd yn werth ei fyw. Ar y modiwl hwn, byddwn yn

cychwyn ar daith athronyddol a fydd yn ein galluogi i ddechrau edrych ar ein bywydau a chwestiynu’n

rhagdybiaethau.

What is the meaning of life? What’s so bad about death? How do you know the world exists outside

your mind? Can you know other people have minds? What are minds and how are they related to

brains? How do our words get their meanings? Are you free to take this class or not, or was your

choice determined even before your birth? Why is helping an old woman across the road morally

right, but knocking her out and taking her money morally wrong? Are humans more valuable than

chimpanzees, cats and cabbages? Does morality depend on god, or is rape immoral even if there is

no god? Are there any good arguments for or against the existence of god? Is there any good reason

to believe in god? What rights do individuals have? What makes a society just? Socrates claimed

that only the examined life was worth leading. On this module, we will embark on a philosophical

journey which will enable us to begin examining our lives and questioning our assumptions.

Amcanion/Goals:

By the end of this course, you should be able to:

• demonstrate an understanding of core elements of the course material;

• critically read and analyse a philosophical text;

• use philosophical vocabulary appropriate to the subject matter of the specific course;

• formulate and defend a philosophical thesis;

• constructively discuss philosophical ideas with others;

• recognise, analyse and critically evaluate arguments through reading, writing and discussion;

• compare and contrast different positions on an issue by identifying theses and reconstructing

the arguments advanced in their support;

• adjudicate disputes by giving reasons in support of a particular position;

• explain and defend a view clearly and concisely whether orally or in writing;

• respond constructively to disagreement;

• discuss philosophical theories in a critical, reflective manner;

• explore and discuss some of the key questions and issues related to the study of philosophy.
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Amgylchedd/Environment:

If something occurs which you feel negatively affected your ability to learn, please do not hesitate to

discuss the matter with me. If you have any disability which may affect your ability to succeed in

the class, please discuss any accommodations you may require with me as soon as possible.

Cymraeg/Welsh:

Croeso i chi anfon ebost ataf yn Gymraeg neu Saesneg.

Ymhellach, mae gennych hawl i gael eich asesu trwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg neu’r Saesneg. Os hoffech

gael eich asesu yn Gymraeg, rhowch wybod imi cyn gynted â phosib.

You are welcome to send email to me in Welsh or English.

Furthermore, you have a right to be assessed through the medium of Welsh or English. If you would

like to be assessed in Welsh, please let me know as soon as possible.

Cyfrifon Llyfrgell a Chyfrifiadur/Library and Computer Accounts:

You will be provided with details of your computer account during the first class provided that you

registered in advance and do not already have one. Your computer account will enable you to submit

work for feedback and assessment, to make use of institutional subscriptions to electronic resources

and to use the university’s computing facilities.

All students are entitled to use the university libraries. Lifelong Learning students can obtain a card

from the library in the Centre for Lifelong Learning on Senghennydd Road.

As the course proceeds, we will draw on a number of resources, including the paper and electronic

resources available through the university, publicly accessible internet sources and photocopies.

Llyfrau/Books:

You will need your library/computer account in order to access certain readings.

Readings listed in the class schedule are key. In general, you will find it difficult to follow the class if

you have not read the assigned readings for that week. These key readings are either included in one

of the two required texts, or will be included in the course packet where possible.

You will need access to copies of two key texts (available from the library):

1. Thomas Nagel (1987). What Does It All Mean? A Very Short Introduction to Philosophy. New
York and Oxford: Oxford University Press

2. Any one of the following:

(a) René Descartes (1988a). Descartes: Selected Philosophical Writings. Trans. by John

Cottingham, Robert Stoothoff and Dugald Murdoch. Cambridge: Cambridge University

Press

(b) René Descartes (1996). Descartes: Meditations on First Philosophy With Selections
from the Objections and Replies. Ed. by John Cottingham. With an intro. by Bernard



Arthur Owen Williams. Cambridge Texts in the History of Philosophy. Cambridge:

Cambridge University Press

(c) René Descartes (1984). The Philosophical Writings of Descartes. Vol. 2. Trans. by John

Cottingham, Robert Stoothoff and Dugald Murdoch. 3 vols. Cambridge: Cambridge

University Press

These texts are all based on the same, standard translation of Descartes’s writings. Any one of

them will contain the material you need for this course.

Asesiad/Assessment:

Assessment for this module consists of three papers. The papers are ‘stepped’ assignments of

increasing length. Each assignment builds on the skills developed in completing previous assignments

and requires you practise one new philosophical skill.

Paper 1: Argument Reconstruction — 250–300 words (10%)

• Complete Part 1 only of the provided ‘Paper Schema’.

• Clearly explain an argument drawn from a philosophical text.

Paper 2: Raising Objections — 500–600 words (30%)

• Complete Parts 1 and 2 only of the provided ‘Paper Schema’, clearly ‘sign-posting’ the

objection using a single transition sentence.

• Clearly explain an argument together with a single objection to that argument.

• Use elementary ‘sign-posting’.

Paper 3: Defending Your Thesis — 750–900 words (60%)

• Complete Parts 0, 1, 2 and 3 of the provided ‘Paper Schema’, clearly ‘sign-posting’ Parts

1, 2 and 3 using transition sentences.

• Formulate a clear thesis, explain an argument for that thesis together with a single

objection to that argument, and give a single response to that objection.

• Use additional ‘sign-posting’: provide a concise introductory ‘route map’ in Part 0 which

clearly states the paper’s thesis and explains how Parts 1, 2 and 3 support that thesis.

General: The following points apply to all three papers.

• Papers should include appropriate references, be double-spaced in a reas-
onable font and submitted electronically through Learning Central, which
includes plagiarism detection.

• Do not include your name on your work itself. Use your student identification
number instead. This enables me to grade ‘blind’ (or at least attempt to).

• Deadlines are marked on the included class schedule.

• ‘Asesiad/Assessment’ and ‘Adnoddau/Resources’, included in this course packet, provide

detailed instructions and guidance, and additional support will be provided in class.

• Please keep copies of all work submitted.



A cartoon from Heer’s Philosophy: A Discovery in Comics (2012).

Cyfeirnodi/Referencing:

The Centre’s Student Handbook explains the basics of formatting citations and references and is

available online at http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/learn/choices/student-information/.

The handbook also explains what plagiarism is and strategies for avoiding it. You should read
this if you are in any doubt whatsoever about these matters. I would be happy to answer

any further questions you might have.

Achrediad a Chyllid/Accreditation and Funding:

This is an accredited course. The guidelines anticipate that students will study for 80–100 hours for

a 10 credit module such as this one, including class contact time and activities outside the classroom.

I strongly encourage all students to attempt one of the assessment options. Even if you are not

personally concerned with gaining the credits available, there are at least two reasons to participate.

The first and most important reason is that assessment is designed as an integral part of the course

and will form the basis for class discussion and collaboration. Participation should enhance your

understanding of the reading and enable you to get the most out of the class. I hope that completing

the assignments will prove an enjoyable and stimulating part of the course.

Unfortunately, the second reason is less pedagogically inspiring. The viability of the Centre in general,
and the humanities programme in particular, depends on students attempting assessment. This is a
consequence of national educational funding policy. The Centre relies on two primary sources of

income to fund its programmes: student fees and hefcw funding. We receive no hefcw funds for

students who do not attempt assessment.
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Amserlen y Cwrs/Course Schedule

This schedule is tentative and will almost certainly require modification depending on the pace at

which we cover the material. Full references for all readings are included in the list of references

which follows the course schedule.

Further readings are included in the topic introductions later in the course packet. This reflects their

secondary importance.

The key to success when beginning philosophy is to read the core material carefully,
and to actively seek to understand and evaluate it. Some readings are short, but you will

often need to read them two or three times in order to prepare well for class.

§1 Offer yr Athronydd/The Philosopher’s Toolbox

Week 1: 26 Jan What is philosophy?

Nagel, What Does It All Mean?, ch. 1 (1987)

What is an argument? What makes an argument good?

Validity Workshop

§2 Gwybodeg/Epistemology

Week 2: 2 Feb How do we know anything?

Nagel, What Does It All Mean? (1987, ch. 2)

Descartes, Meditations (1988b, AT VII 17–25)

§3 Duw/God

Week 3: 9 Feb Does God exist?

Descartes, Meditations (1988b, AT VII 34–36, par. ending 38/beginning

39, 64 first full par. – 71 first full par.)

Writing Workshop I

Please bring a draft of Paper 1 to class.

13 Feb Paper 1 due by noon.

§4 Y Problem Meddwl-Corff/The Mind-Body Problem

Week 4: 16 Feb What are minds?

Nagel, What Does It All Mean? (1987, ch. 4)

Descartes, Meditations (1988b, AT VII 25–29, 78, 80 last par., 81 first

par., 85 end, 86 first two pars.)

Descartes and Princess Elisabeth of Bohemia, Correspondence between
Descartes and Princess Elisabeth (2010/2015, 1–8)



§5 Ewyllys Rhydd/Free Will

Week 5: 23 Feb How free are we?

Nagel, What Does It All Mean? (1987, ch. 6)

Davis, ‘Please Don’t Tell Me How the Story Ends’ (1993)

Smullyan, ‘Is God a Taoist?’ (1981)

§6 Moeseg/Morality

Week 6: 2 Mar What makes acts morally right or wrong?

Nagel, What Does It All Mean? (1987, ch. 7)

Friedman, ‘Diversity, Trust, and Moral Understanding’ (Friedman 2004)

6 Mar Paper 2 due by noon.

§7 Marwolaeth/Death

Week 7: 9 Mar What’s so bad about death?

Nagel, What Does It All Mean? (1987, ch. 9)

Epicurus, ‘Letter to Menoeceus’ (1926)

§8 Rheswm & Chred/Reason & Belief

Week 8: 16 Mar Is faith wrong?

Antony, ‘For the Love of Reason’ (2007)

§9 Doethineb Heb Atebion/Wisdom Without Answers

Week 9: 23 Mar What is philosophy?

Nagel, What Does It All Mean? (1987, ch. 10)

Writing Workshop II

Please bring two copies of a draft of Paper 3 to class.

— Classes end —

30 Mar Paper 3 due by noon.
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